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ά¢ƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ Yƛǿƛ ōŀŎƘ ς or crib ς is an endangered species due to council rules and DOC 
ƛŘŜƻƭƻƎƛŜǎΦ Lǘǎ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ ƻǊ ŜȄǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘƻ ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀǊŜΦέ 
              Bruce Ansley, The Listener, 19 January 2002, page 16 
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ά¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ōǳƛƭǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ муфлǎ ŀǘ 
Taylors Mistake on the northern coast of Banks Peninsula. These initially took the form of 
boarded-up caves along the cliffs fringing Hobsons .ŀȅΦέ 

 

άCǊƻƳ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ мфмл ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ŎŀƳŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƴ {ǳƳƴŜǊ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘ 
Council, which started charging the cave dwellers a rental of 20 shillings per year. There 
was no road access to the area in those early days. Building materials were carried over 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜŜǇ Ƙƛƭƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǎǳōǳǊō ƻŦ {ǳƳƴŜǊΣ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘŜǊΦέ 

 RAEWYN PEART, Castles in the Sand, 2008, 
page 75-76 

The front of one of the cave huts, known as Hobson's Cave House, or Whare Moki. 
The Canterbury times, 5 Jan. 1910, p. 43, Canterbury Public Library Heritage Collection 

3 



ά!ōƻǳǘ нл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ мфмоΣ ŀ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ baches started to appear along a paper 
road on the eastern edge of Taylors Mistake beach. The area became known as 'Rotten 
Row', and is possibly the earliest group of baches to have been licensed by a local 
authority. The baches were originally constructed from simple materials such as 
corrugated iron and later fibrolite, but have since been upgraded to reflect the 1950s and 
60s style of holiday house. Two of the baches ǿŜǊŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ŎŀǊǊƛŀƎŜΦέ 
      

     RAEWYN PEART, Castles in the Sand, 2008, page 75-76 
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Insert picture of 
baches today 

Baches 45 & 46, Taylors Mistake. 
tƘƻǘƻǎ мфнлΩǎΣ мфолΩǎ ŀƴŘ нлмл 


